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The 2021 Leru Summer School was hosted by Trinity College, University of Dublin. Because of 

corona the event was held completely online. Although most people are used to working online 

nowadays, the organization put much effort in supporting the digital aspects. A test- and 

information session was set up during the week before summer school, and one person was 

always available for technical support. This resulted in an almost flawless running event. 

 

The structure of each day contained a morning session filled with presentations of experts from 

various domains, followed by discussion. Per day one sub-thema was chosen for this. Most 

presenters where very knowledgeable, with a topic well suited to the theme of the day. It was 

remarkable how interactive the discussions were. Although everything was online, and nobody 

knew each other, fruitful discussions continuously took place. They were often sharp, but always 

respectful. The discussions took place plenary, hosted by a chair, but also in the chat function of 

Teams. This gave all students an extra option to share and receive information, but also made it a 

bit difficult to focus on the main presentation. For a next online event it could use some attention 

on how to combine these two streams of information. 

 

The afternoon session was filled with group discussions, presentations from small groups of three 

students on a topic related to that day, and working sessions in groups of five students. During 

these group sessions, we all worked on the contribution to a common policy paper. Although it is 

very challenging to come to a concept paper in one week, with a large group of people, the group 

dynamics and the way in which this was organized actually made it work. At Friday the paper 

was still a very rough concept, but it was an interesting document, representing the content 

covered during the week. Also it created a useful way to include different visions from people 

from all different domains, including my own.  

 

Although my own field of expertise is far away from the topic of the course, I felt I could make 

useful contributions in the discussions and group work. Compared to other students, I concluded 

that Lund University in general pays a lot of attention to contextual aspects of doing a PhD and 

the topic of it, which paid off during this course. It made the course more effective for myself, but 

it also made my contributions to the group discussions more valuable. All in all we had an 

interesting week, a bit challenged by being fully online.  
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