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Summary of report on the results of Horizon 2020’s first 100 calls for proposals 

 

Introduction 

On 6 July 2015, the European Commission published a brochure with some facts and figures on the first 

Horizon 2020 calls (that were closed by 1 December 2014). The report is available here. 

 

A total of 36 732 eligible proposals were submitted under Horizon 2020’s first 100 calls (between 11-12-

2013 until 1-12-2014) breaking down as follows: 

 29 794 full proposals in single-stage calls 

 5 617 outline proposals in the first stage of the two-stage calls 

 1 321 full proposals in the second stage of the two-stage calls 

 

These eligible proposals requested a total EU financial contribution of €80.3 billion and were evaluated 

by  9 325 experts. 

4 315 proposals were retained for funding.  

The overall success rate of eligible full proposals under the first 100 calls is around 14%, compared with 

around 20% for the whole of FP7. 

38% of successful applicants were newcomers (compared to 13% in 2013, the last year of FP7), of which 

1100 were SMEs.  

The 20% budget target for SMEs has been achieved. 

3 236 grant agreements were signed by the end of April 2015. These grant agreements awarded a total EU 

contribution of €5.5 billion towards total eligible costs of €6.5 billion1.  

95% of all grant agreements were signed within the target of eight months. 

 

Applications 

111 579 applications were received from the 28 Member States (MS) of the EU (out of a worldwide total of  

123 334) under the first 100 calls. 

The EC mentions that so far, the majority of Member States have increased their share of eligible 

applications compared to FP7. This is however not the case for the UK, DE, IT, FR, EL, SE, PL, CZ and BG 

whose share has decreased compared to FP7.  

 

 

                                                 

1 The difference between the total eligible cost and the total EU contribution is probably caused by the lower 

reimbursement rates for innovation actions (70% instead of 100%). The EC does not explain the difference in the 

report. 

https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/sites/horizon2020/files/horizon_2020_first_results.pdf
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The numbers listed here are eligible applications to Horizon 2020 per million inhabitants: 

CY (850), LU (666), SI (629), MT (508), FI (485), DK (454), EE (451), IE (404), NL (398), BE (389), AT (358), 

SE (356), EL (354), PT (273), ES (255), UK (221), IT (197), DE (168), LV (165), HU (150), HR (144), LT (142), 

FR (137), CZ (120), SK (109), BG (103), RO (68), PL (56) 

The average number per capita for the 28 MS as a whole is 293. 

CY, SI, MT, EE, IE, EL, PT and ES are doing quite well in the share of applications per million inhabitants. 

It is remarkable that PL is the last member state in the list. 

Associated countries: the share of applications of the four associated countries with the highest number 

of applications has decreased compared to FP7. The largest decrease was unsurprisingly for Switzerland, 

but also the share of Norway, Israel and Turkey has gone down. Serbia is the only associated country with 

an increased share of eligible applications.  

 

Success rates 

Success rate of eligible full proposals to H2020 is around 14%, the overall success rate taking into account 

all applications in 16%. There is a difference between these two figures because an organization can 

submit multiple applications for funding if it is involved in more than one proposal. 

Approximate success rates2 for applications to H2020 per EU MS ranked from high to low:  

FR (17.2%), BE ( 17.1%), AT (16.8%), EE (16.7%), LV (16.6%), NL ( 16.4%), DE (16.2%), LU (16.1%), SE 

(15.6%), UK (15.3%), MT (15.2%), IE (14.8%), DK (14.5%), CZ (14.4%), ES (14.1%), FI (13.4%), PL (13%) , PT 

(12.9%), EL (12.7%), LT (12.2%), SK (12.1%), RO (12%), CY (11.9%), IT (11.8%), HR (11.3%), HU (11.2%), SI 

(11.1%), BG (11%) 

The success rate for all MS has gone down compared to FP7.The biggest drops in success rates between 

the two funding programmes are for BE, NL, DK, HU, LT, FR, DE, SE, UK and FI. 

 

Types of organization that applied to Horizon 2020 and their success rates: 

1. Universities  - 14% 

2. Private sector –  15% 

3. Research organisations – 19% 

4. Public bodies – 27% 

5. Other entities – 19% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

2 Please note that these percentages are estimates based on a graph which is not very detailed (see page 

14 of the report). The percentages noted here might therefore differ 0.1% or 0.2% of what the actual 

success rate is. The order of member states is however certainly correct. 
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Signed Grant Agreements 

The total number of signed GA is 3236. The share of signed grant agreements for the ‘LERU member 

states’ is approximately: 

 

UK: 14.8% 

DE: 14% 

ES: 11.2% 

IT: 9.9% 

FR: 9.6% 

NL: 7% 

BE: 4.8% 

SE: 3.6% 

FI: 2.1% 

 

The order of all MS by share (from high to low is): UK, DE, ES, IT, FR, NL, BE, EL, SE, AT, DK, PT, FI, IE, 

PL, CZ, SI, HU, RO, EE, BG, CY, HR, LU, SK, LV, LT and MT. 

While at least some EU13 member states (CY, SI, MT, EE) were doing quite well in the number of 

applications per million inhabitants, none of them is doing well  in the share of signed grant agreements. 

With the exception of LU all member states in the lower part of the ranking of signed grant agreements. 

The position of EL (8th of 28th) is perhaps a bit surprising. 

The share of signed grant agreements for Spain is remarkably higher in H2020 than it was in FP7. Also NL, 

BE, EL, DK, PT, IE, RO, EE, CY,  HR, LU and LV have a higher share in H2020 than in FP7, but the 

difference is smaller than for Spain. The biggest drops in the share of signed grant agreements between 

FP7 and H2020 are noted for DE, FR, SE and HU. There are smaller drops for UK, IT, FI and BG.  

AT, PL and SK have a more or less stable share of singed grant agreements between FP7 and H2020. 

 

Share of H2020 funding per Member state 

The share in H2020 funding (total of 5.5 billion EUR) per member state is approximately: 

DE: 22.5% 

UK: 14.8% 

FR: 10.5% 

ES: 9% 

IT: 8.8% 

NL: 7.8% 

BE: 4.5% 

SE: 3.7% 

FI: 2.8%  

It is remarkable that Germany receives 22.5% of H2020 funding for a share of 14% in signed grant 

agreements. For other countries the difference between these two figures is much smaller.   
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The order of all MS by share of H2020 funding (from higher to lower) is:  

DE, UK, FR, ES, IT, NL, BE, SE, AT, DK, EL, FI, IE, PT, PL, SI, CZ, HU, RO, LU, CY, EE, HR, LV, BG, SK, LT 

and MT 

 

Compared to the share in FP7 funding, DE is doing extremely well in H2020. Other countries that have 

increased their share are ES and to a much smaller extend also DK, EL, FI, IE, PT, SI, RO, LU, CY and EE. 

The share of funding has gone down for the UK, FR, IT, NL, BE, SE, PL, CZ, HU and BG. For the remaining 

countries the share of funding is more or less the same in H2020 as it was in FP7. 

 

       Associated countries and the share of participation in signed grant agreements 

The share of CH has unsurprisingly decreased most, from about 3.3% to just below 2%. Also the shares of 

Norway, Israel and Turkey have gone done. The shares of Serbia, Iceland and the FYR of Macedonia have 

increased. 

 

       Third countries and their share of participating in signed grant agreements 

The order of top 10 third countries participating in H2020 is: US, Canada, South-Africa, China, Australia, 

Ukraine, Argentina, Russia, Brazil and Japan. 

 

Compared to FP7 the only countries that have increased their share are Canada, South-Africa and to a 

smaller extent Argentina and Japan. 

The share of Russia and China but also the US has clearly decreased.  

 

      Different types of organisations in terms of grant agreements 

 

Approximate share of participation in signed grant agreements: 

Universities: 34.5% (37% in FP7) 

Private sector: 31% (30.1% in FP7) 

Research organisations: 22.5% (24.5% in FP7) 

Public bodies: 6.5% (4.5 % in FP7) 

Other: 6% (3% in FP7) 

 

Approximate share of EU financial contribution in signed grant agreements: 

Universities: 35.5% (44% in FP7) 

Private sector: 28% (25% in FP7) 

Research organisations: 29.5% (26.5% inFP7) 

Public bodies: 4% (2.5% in FP7) 

Other: 3% (2% in FP7) 
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SME 

Both the share in signed grant agreements and the share of EU financial contribution for SME’s has 

increased in H2020 compared to FP7. For signed grant agreements the share has risen from about 18.5% to 

24% and for EU financial contribution it has risen from about 16.5% to 20.5%. 

 

Newcomers 

 

38% of participants in signed grant agreements in H2020 did not participate in FP7. Of these newcomers 

40% are SME’s, 40% is Industry non-SME’s and 20% is other. 

 

 

 

 


