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Sharing Excellence – The Value of Knowledge Exchange 

Leadership 

During the summer school I learned about what is required by contemporary academic scholars, especially in 

England but also in Europe. Several sessions stressed the importance of creating a network of professional 

contacts (both in academia and industry), of being present in different types of media (e.g. press, twitter, 

blogs), and of conducting research that has an impact on society. The message was that conducting rigorous 

research is not enough to be a successful scholar today. I also gained knowledge on how ideas born out of 

research can be commercialized and how to bring your research output to society through consulting. Oxford 

University consulting services is a group of employees at Oxford, who facilitate the exchange between Oxford 

researchers and companies asking for consulting. This professionalizes and ties the consulting activities 

performed by Oxford scholars to the University administration. 

Examples 

Throughout the program of the week, I was given examples of how research can involve collaborations across 

disciplinary borders as well as between academia and other stakeholders in society. One example was given by 

Dr. Grant Miller, who after his Ph.D. started the project Zooniverse. It is a web based service for researchers 

who are willing to let the public assist them with going through large amounts of data. In one such project, 

anyone can sign up to sort images of galaxies into three categories. Further, the group project that we did 

during the week provides another example. In groups of four doctoral students of very diverse backgrounds 

and research topics, eleven ideas for research projects were created. These ideas combined the expertise of 

each group member and clearly illustrated the power of cross disciplinary work. Finally, belonging to the field 

of management, I was thrilled to realize that the outcome of my type of research could actually be relevant for 

the National Theatre in London, which we visited one afternoon.  

Relations 

Almost needless to say, the doctoral summer school contributed to new friendships and research contacts 

around Europe. Although our research topics were very diverse, we had many challenges and experiences in 

common that could be fruitfully shared. In the group of about forty students there was a very open and friendly 

atmosphere. With my experience from industry, and to work with case companies in my research, I could share 

advice on how to work closer with practitioners. I could also put other doctoral students in contact with 

Swedish researchers, as well as get recommended foreign contacts relevant to my research interests. 

Understanding 

The dialogues taking place during the week in Oxford generated an understanding for the challenges that 

different disciplines within academia have. For example, researchers within social sciences and humanities 

seem much more frustrated with issues regarding financing their research. Doctoral student within the natural 

sciences were more concerned with intellectual property rights and bringing their results to market or not. I 

also gained an understanding for the differences between universities in Europe. There was a lively discussion 

about whether universities should offer consulting services, such as those offered by Oxford University 

mentioned above. In countries where universities are still fully funded by governments, this development was 

seen to infringe the independence of academic knowledge production. Nevertheless, I believe all of us shared a 

basic ideological view of what academic research is, and an understanding for the fine line between openly 

sharing knowledge and producing knowledge that benefit only those who finance it. 

In summary, I really enjoyed the summer school. It brought me one step closer to being a full-fledged 

researcher, and contributed to many creative ideas on how to finance, conduct and share academic research. It 

also opened up my eyes to research, challenges and opportunities beyond the scope of my own area of 

research.  


